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Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia 
March 14, 1865 


Hon. Hugh McCulloch 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Sir: 

The communications of the Assistant Secretaries of the Treasury of the 10th inst., 
enclosing letter from Dr. Terrey, and letter and specimens from L[ewis] Feuchtwanger in 
relation to supplying the Mint with planchets for the new 3 cent coinage, have been 
received. 

The proposal of Mr. Feuchtwanger is to furnish planchets made of an alloy of zinc, 
copper and nickel. It is a sufficient replay to this to say that the law fixes the constituents 
and proportions of the alloy of the new coinage, viz.: nickel 25, copper 75 — our alloy 
differing entirely from the alloy of L. Feuchtwanger. He offers to furnish this by the first of 
July next; we will require this in two to three weeks. We may be able to make some of the 
planchets in the Mint, but propose to get our principal supply from the same firm 
(Holmes, Booth & Haydens Co.) in Waterbury, Conn., who have faithfully and well 
supplied many of the planchets for our bronze coinage. The firm consists of gentlemen of 
impeccable integrity — stern loyalty, and prompt and energetic in the performance of all 
their engagement. They have had large experience in the manufacture of the nickel alloy, 
have the requisite machinery, and can furnish all the planchets we may want on short 
notice; and at the lowest market prices. I have full confidence in their honesty and ability, 
and from my knowledge of the men, have no hesitation in giving them the preference in 
any contract that may be made to supply the planchets required. 

I herewith return letter of Dr. Terrey and Mr. Feuchtwanger and coins, having 
retained none as a specimen. 


Very respectfully, 
James Pollock, 
Director 


